
Regional Minister’s Le er 

It was wonderful to see many of you at our retreat and 
Jubilee celebration for the 25th anniversary of the 
founding of the Franciscans of the Prairie Region. 
Thank you to all who helped to make this event a suc-
cess, and thank you to those who attended. A wonder-
ful "jubilee gift" that the Regional Fraternity Council 
has given us is the choice of a patron for the region: 
Blessed Contardo Ferrini, OFS. Since our region is not 
named after a saint, in the past 25 years, we were with-
out a special patron. Our new patron is a Secular Fran-
ciscan whose feast day is on the day of our establish-
ment, October 20. I hope that we will ask together for 
the intercession of Blessed Contardo, OFS. May our 
prayers bring us closer to each other and may Blessed 
Contardo help to spiritually connect all the brothers 
and sisters in the region.  

At the writing of this letter, I am getting ready to at-
tend the National Chapter meeting of the OFS-USA in 
Corpus Christi, Texas. I am greatly honored that by my 
election you have put your trust in me to represent the 
region. Thinking about the tasks ahead, I asked Jesus 
in prayer for a bible verse to accompany me. The first 
thing that came to my mind was, "Be perfect, there-
fore, as your heavenly father is perfect." (Matthew 
5:48). I immediately protested, "Oh, no, no! Not that 
one! That's just asking too much!"  

I was made slightly more comfortable by the thought 
that this verse asks us to "be perfect" and not "do per-
fect things," but I continued to grapple with my 
"homework." I turned to an author whose work I long 
admired, Kathleen Norris, a Benedictine Oblate. In her 
book, Amazing Grace she considers the verse about be-
ing perfect in light of another verse of Matthew's Gos-
pel (19:21) which says, "Jesus answered, 'If you want to 
be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then 
come, follow me.'" Kathleen explains, "Perfection in a  

Christian sense means becoming mature enough to give 
ourselves to others. Whatever we have, no matter how 
little it seems, is something that can be shared with 
those who are poorer. This sort of perfection demands 
that we become fully ourselves as God would have us: 
mature, ripe, full, ready to for what befalls us, for what-
ever is to come." We just recently celebrated the Transi-
tus of St. Francis, and it struck me that St. Francis 
reached this kind of perfection. Even in his poorest 
state, lying on the bare, cold ground, ill and dying, he 
radiated inner peace that was, for his younger compan-
ions and us, nourishment, encouragement, and guid-
ance. May we walk with St. Francis and let him guide us 
ever closer to eternal perfection. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Emma Lozowski, OFS                                                   
Minister, Franciscans of the Prairie Regional Fraternity 
Secular Franciscan Order 

See Christ, Be Christ!                                                       
Share the Vision!                                                        
2018-2019 OFS-USA Theme  

 

 



Region Adopts a Heavenly Patron! 
       by Deacon Dave Ream, O.F.S. 

As preparaƟons for our Franciscans of the Prairie Regional Fraternity’s Silver Jubilee celebraƟon were unfolding, it was noted that 
our Region did not have a parƟcular patron or patroness from among the list of Franciscan Saints and Blesseds and, therefore, no 
dedicated feast day. Our Regional Minister Emma Lozowski, O.F.S. sent out a call to members of the Regional Fraternity Council 
inviƟng nominaƟons for consideraƟon as Regional patron or patroness. 

This issue was on the agenda of the September 29, 2019 Regional Fraternity Council meeƟng immediately following the annual 
Regional retreat at the Chiara Center in Springfield. Nominees for the posiƟon of Regional Patron/Patroness included St. Berard, 
the first Franciscan martyr (feast day: January 16); Blessed Luchesio and Buonadonna Modes ni, the first Secular Franciscans (feast 
day: April 28); St. Angela Merici, Franciscan terƟary and foundress of the Ursulines (feast day: January 27); Blessed Contardo Fer-
rini, a Secular Franciscan jurist and legal scholar (feast day: October 20); St. Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, Capuchin priest and sƟgma-
Ɵst (feast day: September 23); and St. Isidore the Farmer, patron of agriculture and rural communiƟes (feast day; May 15).      

As recorded in the Minutes of the meeƟng, the choice was made by vote of the Regional Fraternity Council. Of the 15 votes cast, St. 
Berard received 1, Blessed Luchesio and Buonadonna 3, St. Angela Merici 1, Blessed Contardo Ferrini 8, St. Padre Pio 1, and St. Isi-
dore 1. Therefore, our new Regional Patron is Blessed Contardo Ferrini! And our newly established Regional Feast Day will be Octo-
ber 20th of each year beginning this year! (BTW, October 20, 1994 was the date the NaƟonal Fraternity Council officially canonically 
established our Regional Fraternity.) What follows is the bio of Blessed Contardo as found in the October folder of our Regional 
Forma on Resource Kit:  

Blessed Contardo Ferrini (O.F.S.)  
[April 4, 1859 – October 17, 1902] 

(Feast Day: October 20) 
Contardo was born on April 4, 1859 in Milan of a disƟnguished family. His father was a 
teacher. When Contardo was sƟll a student in high school and college, he encouraged his 
companions to lead good lives and exercised a kind of lay apostolate among them. He was 
acquainted with some dozen languages and received a doctorate in law in Italy and then 
earned a scholarship that enabled him to study Roman-ByzanƟne law in Berlin. As a re-
nowned legal expert, he taught in various schools of higher educaƟon unƟl he joined the 
faculty of the University of Pavia, where he was considered an outstanding authority on 
Roman law. 

Contardo was learned about the faith he lived and loved. “Our life,” he said, “must reach 
out toward the Infinite, and from that source we must draw whatever we can expect of 
merit and dignity.” As a scholar, he studied the ancient biblical languages and read the 
Scriptures in them. His speeches and papers show his understanding of the relaƟonship of 
faith and science.  

Contardo was a noted Italian jurist and legal scholar. He was also a fervent Roman Catholic, who lived a devout life of prayer and 
service to the poor. He aƩended daily Mass. In 1886, Contardo joined the Third Order of St Francis [Secular Franciscan Order], and 
for the rest of his life he faithfully observed its Rule. He also enrolled himself in the St. Vincent de Paul Society. In his speeches and 
wriƟngs as well as in his conduct, he made it a point to show that faith and science are not only not opposed to each other, but 
that faith is rather a shield to protect us from error and guide us to true heights.  

In 1900, Contardo was afflicted with a heart lesion in consequence of excessive labor. In the autumn of 1902, feeling the need of 
rest, he repaired to his country house at Suna. There, however, he was stricken with typhus. Due to his weakened condiƟon, he 
was unable to resist the malignant fever, and died on October 17, 1902, at the age of 43. 

The high esteem in which the deceased was held now became evident. LeƩers of condolence from the professors of the university 
praised him as a saint. The people of Suna promptly expressed a desire to see him numbered among the saints. The demand for his 
beaƟficaƟon grew more insistent with Ɵme, and there was universal rejoicing when in 1909 Pope St. Pius X appointed Cardinal Fer-
rari to begin the process. Pope Pius XI conferred on Contardo Ferrini the Ɵtle Venerable in 1931; and Pope Pius XII beaƟfied him on 

April 13, 1947.  

Blessed Contardo Ferrini, our heavenly patron, pray for us! 



From our Regional Spiritual Assistant 
Dear sisters and brothers in our Lord and His servant 
Saint Francis, 

May the Lord give you His peace!  

I trust that many of us are familiar with the 
LaƟn proverb Homo proponit, sed Deus dis-
posit, usually translated as Man proposes, 
but God disposes. If not, then at least our 
experience teaches us that we do our best 
to make our plans – and God laughs! And if 
God laughs, it’s never because He is making 
fun of us or because our plans are not good 
ones, but rather that He always has some- 
thing even beƩer in mind for us. Such was the case 
with our annual Regional Retreat and Silver Jubilee 
celebraƟon this past September 27-29, 2019. With-
out a doubt, our Conventual friars Fathers Paul Jo-
seph Langevin and Giles Michael Gilbert would have 
led us in a marvelous, inspiring and vocaƟon-                 
affirming retreat, but were unable to do so due to 
circumstances enƟrely beyond their control. But as is 
always the case, the Lord provides! Our Regional 
Minister Emma was  able to make contact with Fa-
ther Johnpaul Cafiero, O.F.M. who – providenƟally – 
had a last-minute cancellaƟon of a previous commit-
ment and so  was available to direct our retreat. In 
addiƟon to presiding at our two EucharisƟc celebra-
Ɵons and conducƟng a  Communal Penance Service         
for us, he gave us a series of thought-provoking and 
faith- confirming conferences  on the topic, “Lord, 
Make Me an Instrument of Your Peace: ReflecƟons 
on the Peace Prayer” (inspired by, but not authored 
by, St. Francis of Assisi). May these days of prayer 
and reflecƟon as well as the experience of being sis-
ters and brothers in our Regional fraternity conƟnue 
to strengthen us in our Franciscan vocaƟon to live 
the Gospel of Christ by following in the footsteps of 
the LiƩle Poor Man of Assisi!                                                                                                                    
  
We have now moved definiƟvely into nature’s sea-
son of autumn. It brings with it the many changes we 
have come to expect, changes in temperature, in the 
leaves, in the amount of daylight, in the focus of the  
Church’s liturgical year. In parƟcular November is  

the Ɵme that we give special remembrance to those 
who have gone before us on this journey of faith and 
whose pilgrimage through this life has reached the 
transitus to eternal life. We are reminded in many 

ways of the final days of our Seraphic Father 
on this earth. 

             During the summer and early au-
tumn of the year 1226, as Saint Francis 
knew that he was about to end his earthly 
pilgrimage, he composed one final verse to 
his Can co delle Creature, his CanƟcle of 
the Creatures or CanƟcle of Brother Sun: 
“Laudato sie, mi Signore, per sora nostra 

morte corporale, da la quale nullo homo vivente puo 
skappare – Praised be you, my Lord, through our sis-
ter Bodily Death, from whom no living person can 
escape.  Woe to those  who die in mortal sin.  
Blessed are those whom death will find in your most 
holy will, for the second death shall do them no 
harm.” ArƟcle #19 of our Secular Franciscan Rule of 
Life assures us that it is precisely our immersion in 
the resurrecƟon of Christ “which gives true meaning 
to Sister Death.” 

 We, as faithful Catholics, believe in the Commun  
ion of Saints which we commemorate every  Ɵme we 
come together to celebrate Liturgy and which we 
especially emphasize during the month of Novem-
ber. This is all the more true of us as Secular Francis-
cans. ArƟcle #27 of our General Cons tu ons ex-
horts us that we “should be firmly convinced that 
the community of those who believe in Christ and 
who love one another in Him will go forward into 
eternal life as the ‘communion of saints.’”   

On November 1st we celebrate the Solemnity of All 
Saints, those who have died in God’s grace, who 
have been perfectly purified of any vesƟges of sin 
from their lives on earth, and who now live forever 
with Christ, seeing God face to face. Some of them 
have been formally canonized by the Church (such as 
our sister Marguerite Bays, O.F.S. whom Pope Fran-
cis canonized on October 13, 2019); countless others 
whose names are known only to God live also as 
saints in heaven.  



Each November 29th, we Franciscans also celebrate 
the Feast of All Saints of the Seraphic Order, our 
many spiritual family members who now share the 
BeaƟfic Vision, who now reside in the very heart of 
God who is Perfect Love. 

On November 2nd we celebrate the commemoraƟon 
of all the Faithful Departed, All Souls’ Day. As much 
as we would like to think of all our deceased loved 
ones, friends, parishioners and fraternity members 
as being with God in heaven right now, the truth is 
that we simply cannot know with certainty 
the state of a person’s relaƟonship with God 
at the moment of his or her physical death. 
And so the Church has always observed the 
pracƟce of offering prayers and sacrifices for 
its deceased members, especially during the 
month of November, a Ɵme of year when 
with the approach of winter our thoughts just natu-
rally turn to the end of physical life on earth. Each 
November 24th, we Franciscans also observe the 
CommemoraƟon of All the Deceased of the Seraphic 
Order.  

It makes sense, doesn’t it, that to live in the pres-
ence of Absolute Holiness and UƩer PerfecƟon that 
we must be holy and perfect? And what if we fail to 
live up to the Lord’s call to holiness and perfecƟon in 
this life? What about those who die having lived ba-
sically good and decent lives but not perfectly puri-
fied from small aƩachments to sin or from sin’s 
effects in their lives? The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church has this to say about such persons: “All who 
die in God’s grace and friendship, but sƟll imperfect-
ly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salva-
Ɵon; but aŌer death they undergo purificaƟon, so as 
to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of 
heaven. The Church gives the name Purgatory to 
this final purificaƟon of the elect, which is enƟrely 
different from the punishment of the damned. From 
the beginning the Church has honored the memory 
of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for 
them, above all the EucharisƟc sacrifice, so that, 
thus purified, they may aƩain the beaƟfic vision of 
God.” 

We do well to celebrate the truth that God gives us 
every possible opportunity for accepƟng the giŌ of   

salvaƟon made available to us through Christ in Bap-
Ɵsm. 

If there were only Heaven and Hell, it would make 
no sense to pray and offer sacrifices for the dead: if 
they were in Hell, our prayers could not help them; 
if they were in Heaven, they would not need our 
help. Even if we don’t get the business of being 
God’s Holy People exactly right during our lifeƟme 
here on earth, we sƟll have the opportunity for final 
purificaƟon aŌer our death.  The Church invites us 

to pray and to do penance for those in Purga-
tory, and to give alms to the poor and offer 
indulgences for the souls in Purgatory.   

The Church-approved documents which give 
us guidance in living our Franciscan way of 
life also exhort us to pray for our departed 

sisters and brothers.  In describing the characteris-
Ɵcs of our life in fraternity, arƟcle #24 of our Rule 
reminds us that the communion of life and love 
which we forge within fraternity in this life 
“conƟnues with deceased brothers and sisters 
through prayer for them.”  The same essenƟal point 
is made in arƟcle #54 of our General Cons tu ons: 
“The fraternity remembers with graƟtude its broth-
ers and sisters who have passed away and conƟnues 
its communion with them by prayer and in the Eu-
charist.”  

As we remember with love and affecƟon all those 
sisters and brothers of ours who have gone before 
us marked with the sign of faith, marked with the 
sign of the TAU, and as we commend them anew to 
the love and mercy of God, let us renew our own 
commitment to be faithful to our ChrisƟan and Fran-
ciscan vocaƟons in the hope that we may be found 
among “those whom death will find in God’s most 
holy will.”  Then perhaps, one day, the brothers and 
sisters of our Franciscans of the Prairie Region will 
gather at a Memorial Mass to remember us.   
 
With a brother’s love in Saints Francis and Clare, 
Deacon Dave, O.F.S.,                                                       
Regional Spiritual Assistant,                                             
Franciscans of the Prairie Regional Fraternity 
Secular Franciscan Order 
T  In Persona Christi Servi 



Our Lady of the Angals Fraternity, Edwardsville 

St. Francis came to town October 3, 2019!  High school students in Glen Carbon, Illinois, 
partnered with Our Lady of the Angels Fraternity in Edwardsville to present a brand new, 
original play with music and prayers entitled, “The Life & Transitus of St. Francis of Assi-
si”.  This free event was open to the community.  The cast and crew included four generations 
working side by side to commemorate this beloved Saint. 
One Secular Franciscan commented,  

“this group of students and teachers has sur-
passed all of our expectations!  They took a basic 
idea for a five-act play and brought it to life with 
brilliant creative touches and exceptional acting.  
It was a wonderful collaborative effort and we are 
forever grateful that these generous students and 
teachers dedicated their time to this project.  We 
hope these young students know how much we 
value their talent and contributions to our local 
community.”   

One attendee from a local church said, 
“What an inspiration!  The Father McGivney High School students showed such tal-
ent!  The student solos were amazing!  The sound was very good, and I wanted to 
hear every word.  I learned things I didn’t know about St. Francis.  Music was beau-
tiful and fun that crowd could join in…” 

The play’s Director, Mrs. Margaret Dorgan said, 
“…we felt very appreciated and happy to have been able to help you bring this pro-
duction to life.” 

The five-act play included:  the early life of St. Francis, the special friendship between St. 
Francis & St. Clare, the transformation of St. Francis’ life from a business merchant’s son to 
the founder of a religious Order, the Stigmata of St. Francis (the 5 wounds of Christ), and the 
passing of St. Francis of Assisi into eternal life.  The creative team for the play had the fore-
sight to document all aspects of the play including blocking, lighting ques, etc.  They even 
painted the sets on canvas attached to flats so the canvases can be sent to other organizations 
to utilize in recreating the play.  Local artist, Richard Woloszyn, OFS was the Artistic Coordi-
nator who helped guide the students in recreating the hills and streets of Assisi. 

 
Marian Crosby, OFS, was the Music 
Director for the play who said,  
“The collaboration between our 
Fraternity and the students of Father 
McGivney Catholic High School was 
a very moving experience.”   



One Franciscan commented at the dress rehearsal,  
“It moved me to tears when they were rehearsing.  I didn’t expect it to feel so real, but 
the students made it feel like I was in medieval times with Francis.”   

The play included amazing solos by Francis and Clare and moments of audience participation 
with the sign of peace, and Franciscan prayers and songs.  The lyrics for, “St. Francis, Image of 
the Lord,” were written by the beloved Father Benet Fonck, OFM, who was actively  
involved in the forming of the Edwardsville fraternity.  Regional Minister for Franciscans of the 
Prairie, Emma Lozowski, OFS, stated,  

“St. Francis figured out early that to live a complete, fulfilling life, we have to work to 
give up our deep-seated fears.  I read somewhere that being in front of an audience caus-
es more fear in people than the thought of dying.  I was impressed by the students’ beauti-
ful courage to step onto the stage to bring to life scenes from the life of St. Francis who 
lived in medieval Italy.  They embraced their roles with curiosity, energy, and diligence.  
In this way, they were like St. Francis, who had even less regard for fear than he had for 
pride or possessions.” 

Both students and Secular Franciscans acted and 
sang in the play.  From the Edwardsville fraterni-
ty the actors were:  Father Jeff Holtman, OFS, 
Deacon Neil Suermann, OFS, Emma Lozowski, 
OFS, Larry Ashlock, OFS, and Adam Cox, OFS.  
Christine Nelson, OFS was the Franciscan Coor-
dinator with the school.  The Franciscans and 
students rehearsed separately over 5 weeks 
which culminated in joint rehearsals the week 
before the play when they added costumes, mu-
sic and lighting.  Father Jeff Holtman, OFS is the 
Spiritual Assistant for the fraternity, and he was 
actively involved in guiding the incorporation of 
a religious service within the program.  Father 
Holtmann met with the student cast during one 

of their rehearsals to talk about the lives of Saints Francis and Clare and answer questions re-
garding specific characters.  The students were particularly interested in Father Jeff’s personal 
journey of becoming a Secular Franciscan in high school and later becoming a diocesan priest.  
The success of the event was due to foresight and planning by the Council of Our Lady of An-
gels fraternity over an 18-month time period.  They decided in January 2018 to try something 
different to get the message of St. Francis to more of the community by providing a free event 
open to the public.  They deliberately chose to partner with the local Catholic High School to 
foster that relationship and future vocations in alignment with OFS Rule article #24:  
 
 
 



“To foster communion among members, the council should organize regular and fre-
quent mee ngs of the community as well as mee ng with other Franciscan groups, es-
pecially with youth groups.  It should adopt appropriate means for growth in Franciscan 
and ecclesial life and encourage everyone to a life of fraternity…”   

 

Most of the play was written by Secular Franciscans from the Edwardsville fraternity specifi-
cally for this event.  Minister Larry Ashlock OFS, had suggested a series of small vignettes 
about Francis’s life.  Over time numerous Franciscans, students and teachers contributed as the 
idea grew into a full scale 5-Act original play.  The group utilized sections of a play from a You 
Fra group in South America as well as info from the FUN manual, the Regional Formation Kit 
and select non-copyrighted Franciscan material.  Early on the students wanted more detail 
about each of their characters, so a 6-page character summary was developed.   A trio of stu-
dent actors presented two acts of the play at the local fraternity’s September meeting to give 
the Secular Franciscans a sneak peak of the play. 
The local fraternity received great support from the Franciscans of the Prairie Region which 
included encouraging pre-performance emails from Kent Ferris, OFS, from Pope Saint John 
XXIII Fraternity in Rock Island, from John Grillot, OFS, from Sacred Heart Fraternity in Peo-
ria, and from Kathy Adams, OFS from St. Francis of Assisi Fraternity in Teutopolis.  The local 
fraternity and students were thrilled to have members of the Teutopolis fraternity attend their 
final dress rehearsal and to have members of all three branches of the Franciscan family travel 
to attend the play.   







Pope St. John XXIII Fraternity 
Rock Island, Il  

 
 
On July 14th at St. John’s Church in Burlington, Iowa, 
brothers Kent Ferris, OFS and Andrew Reif, OFS 
participated in the Rite of Candidacy Mass celebrated 
by Bishop Thomas Zinkula of the Diocese of 
Davenport. This is a major milestone for them in their 
five year Diaconate Formation Program. Kent and 
Andrew are pictured the first two from the left  
respectively. 
 
On June 2nd our Fraternity celebrated the Rite of Pro-
fession Mass and Ceremony for Andrew Reif, OFS. He 
is pictured on the left during the Ceremony with Pat-
rick Miner, Secretary and Roxanne Miner, Formation 

Director. Andrew’s wife Tracy, daughter Mary 
(pictured) mother, brothers and sister, in addition to 
brothers in his Deaconate Class, plus all fraternity 
members were present All of us celebrated this joyous 
occasion with a potluck dinner. We welcome Andrew 
as a professed member of our Fraternity and praise 
our Lord for rewarding us with another excellent ad-
dition to our Fraternity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Award (previously the Peace Award) was 
established in 1950 by the North American Federation of the Third Order of St. Francis, now 
the National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS-USA). This year’s recipient is 
our own Kent Ferris. He will attend the JPIC Annual National Fraternity Gathering and 
Meeting in Corpus Christie, Texas on October 16th, and receive this prestigious National 
Award. We are most proud of Kent for earning this recognition. 







Jim Smith was Professed into St. Elizabeth of Hungary Fraternity, Quincy, on 
August 11, the Feast of St. Clare. 



From Your Regional FormaƟon Director 
Ask about old Spanish missions in America, and 
most people will think of the adobe churches 
from the late eighteenth century that span the 
coast of California. Yet these missions, however 
historic and celebrated, were by no means the 
first of their kind in what is now the United 
States. 

A full two centuries before St. Junipero Serra 
preached to the Native Americans along the 
West Coast, his brother Franciscan friars from 
Spain were spreading the Gospel in what are 
now the southeastern states. 

Before the founding of the first permanent Eng-
lish colony in America or the Pilgrims came to 
Plymouth Rock (1620), first Jesuits and then 
Franciscans established missions in what are 
now Florida, Georgia, and South Carolina. They 
labored with remarkable courage and devotion 
to evangelize native peoples of the region, and 
tens of thousands were baptized, catechized, 
and provided the sacraments. 

Their mission base was a Spanish settlement on 
the Florida peninsula, St. Augustine – the oldest 
still-inhabited city in America, founded in 1565. It 
was here in La Florida, as the Spanish called 
the colony, that the Christian faith first took root 
in the lands that today form the United States. 

The Spanish successfully established colonies 
and missions along the eastern coast of Florida 
and Georgia in the sixteenth century.  Though 
this territory collectively called “La Florida” was 
not rich in gold and silver, it was a strategic lo-
cation since Spanish galleons full of riches 
sailed back to Europe along the coast.  Fearful 
of British attacks and unfriendly natives along 
the coast, the Spanish had an interest in colo-
nizing the region.  

After the successful founding of Saint Augustine 
in present-day Florida in 1565, the Spanish 
founded a string of missions along the coast,  

both on the mainland and barrier islands. 

By 1597 there were five missions in Coastal 
Georgia where Franciscan friars preached the 
Gospel, learned the indigenous Guale language, 
and lived peacefully with the native population.  
Most Guale natives not only embraced Christi-
anity but also welcomed European goods such 
as glass beads, metal tools, various cloths and 
other luxury items.  

The friars lived among the Guale without any 
military presence, giving evidence to the good 
relations between the Guale and the missionar-
ies. 

Friar Luis Geronimo de Oré (a Peruvian Francis-
can friar) recorded in 1618 after visiting La Flori-
da, that on September 1597, the friar assigned 
to the mission of Tolomato (near Eulonia, Geor-
gia) did not allow a baptized, Guale man to take 
a second wife.  Juanillo, who was the heir to a 
Guale chiefdom, opposed Friar Pedro de 
Corpa’s fidelity to Christian teaching on marriage 
and killed him on September 14th, 1597.  Juanil-
lo and the men he assembled continued to the 
other missions to kill all the friars.  

Before arriving to Saint Catherines Island, 
Juanillo ordered the chief of the island to exe-
cute the two friars stationed there, Friar Miguel 
de Añon and Friar Antonio de Badajoz. Unwilling 
to carry out the order, the chief begged the friars 
to flee south to the mission on San Pedro Island 
(present day Cumberland Island), but the friars 
refused to believe the rumors of coming murder. 
Once Juanillo and his men reached Saint Cath-
erines, the two friars were brutally killed after 
they prayed fervently inside the mission, today 
marked by twelve palm trees.  

The Guale men also killed Friar Blas de 
Rodríguez near Darien and Friar Francisco de 
Veráscola as he returned by canoe from Saint 
Augustine to his mission on present-day Saint  



Simons Island. 

A sixth friar, Francisco de Avila, was kidnapped and experienced horrible tortures until he was liber-
ated months later. 

There is currently a need for greater devotion to these martyrs and also more awareness about their 
story. These five men left everything that was familiar to them in Spain to share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ in distant lands. They died as witnesses to the Christian faith as they shared with oth-
ers what they themselves had received. 

At a time when the institution of marriage must be strengthened and upheld, the witness of Fray 
Pedro de Corpa and Companions fills us with great hope. The presence of Spanish missionaries in 
Georgia over four hundred years ago also encourages the many Latino Catholics who now call 
Georgia home. 

May the intercession of St. Pedro de Corpa and Companion Martyrs assist us and inspire us to 
stand up and defend the sanctity of marriage.  

Pax et bonum! 

Dwayne Goodwin OFS 

Regional Formation Director 



OFS-USA NATIONAL CHAPTER 2019 STATEMENT 
 

We, the members of the National Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order, gathered for our 

Annual Chapter at the Pax Christi Liturgical Retreat Center in Corpus Christi, Texas, October 15-20, 

2019. Approximately 80 leaders and observers were present, representing over 12,000 members 

throughout the United States, including Guam. 

The human family today is beset with violence and division. Good people fear and distrust 

one another. Many of us struggle to see the bright spots amid so much suffering. It is easy to fall into 

a sense that things aren’t getting better, but we live by a story that shows they can. 

In medieval Italy, there were once two idealistic young people named Francis and Clare. 

Their world was filled with violence, turmoil and upheaval. The city-states were at war, the nobles 

and the merchant class at odds, and civil and church authorities were also in conflict. Francis and 

Clare of Assisi were in the midst of this fire but were not burned. They chose to lead a Christ-

centered life and practiced it with fidelity, providing a visible counterpoint to the values of their 

age, an alternative-lived experience of love and peace. People were drawn to their simple Gospel 

life, and society changed for the better. 

As Secular Franciscans, we are committed to follow Christ in the footsteps of Saint Francis. 

The Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order calls us to be “bearers of peace…, and to seek out ways of 

unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seed in every-

one and in the transforming power of love and pardon.” We are called to be “messengers of perfect 

joy and hope to others.” (Art. 19) 

It has been said there is no power for change greater than a community discovering what it cares 

about. With those who care about justice and compassion, we commit ourselves to provide that 

counterpoint to the violence and division of this age. We gain momentum with the collective power 

of prayer, courageous initiatives for justice, and the lived experience of our community of love. To-

gether, let us shine a new light of peace, one bright enough to be seen from the furthest and darkest 

corners. 



Regional Newsletter Editor 

In accordance with the provisions of article #23.5 of the National Statutes, the Regional Executive Council 
(REC) may appoint positions as deemed necessary; however, only those persons duly elected to office shall 
have voting rights within the REC; all others shall act in consultative roles. Such appointments may be provi-
sionary or valid until the Fall REC meeting following the Region’s Spring elective chapter or until otherwise 
revoked by the REC. These appointments are made by the REC, but not from among members of the REC. 
Onesuch appointment is the Regional Newsletter Editor. 

Franciscans of the Prairie Regional Fraternity is proud of its Regional Newsletter, The Portiuncula, published 
quarterly primarily for the benefit of all the brothers and sisters of the Region. The Regional Newsletter Editor 
has the responsibility of receiving articles and pictures for publication, composing each issue of the Newsletter 
in an attractive, widely readable format, and publishing it electronically in a timely manner to a specified audi-
ence. 

The Regional Newsletter Editor assumes the following responsibilities: 
1. To maintain an up-to-date Newsletter recipient list, which should at least include all names in the current 
Regional Directory, the National Executive Council liaison to our Region, and the Provincial Spiritual Assis-
tants of the friar provinces having local Fraternities bonded to them; 

2. To distribute electronically the Regional Newsletter to the specified recipients in a timely manner according 
to the designated schedule of publication; 

3. To include in every issue the dates of article submission and send one month prior to the submission date for 
each issue an electronic message reminding potential contributors about the submission deadline; 

4. To submit at least one week in advance of the scheduled publication date a draft of the pending issue of the 
Newsletter to the REC for comment and review, with a deadline of two days for any such comments to be re-
turned to the Editor; 

5. To insure that all Regional events (e.g., Regional Retreat, Picnic, etc.) are properly advertised and promoted, 
and that each issue features an updated Regional Calendar; 

6. To maintain communications with the REC personally or through a designated REC liaison; 

7. To make recommendations to the REC with regard to the Newsletter and to communicate important ques-
tions/requests/comments to the REC personally or through the liaison for review by REC; 

8. To get approval from the REC for expenses and receive reimbursement; 

9. To work collaboratively with the REC and the RFC, and to perform such other duties as they may request; 

10. To respond to questions, comments and requests from readers of the Newsletter; 



11. To provide a written annual report to REC; 

12. To submit, within one month of the event, a specific writ-
ten report to the REC on any activity or program attended as 
the Regional Newsletter Editor if attendance is funded by the 
Region; and 

13. To attend, at the Region’s expense, the Spring RFC meet-
ing and any other REC and/or RFC meetings when invited or 
when deemed necessary. 

This job descripƟon will be reviewed periodically by the Re-
gional NewsleƩer Editor and the REC to insure that the 
agreed upon responsibiliƟes are being met.  

+ Adopted and approved by vote of the Regional ExecuƟve 
Council, May 18, 2016; revised 3/27/18. 

TBD 
We are seeking a new editor for the 
PorƟuncula.  Please consider 
whether this might be a place you 
could serve the regional fraternity! 

2020 Regional Calendar: 
- March 28 – 29 (Regional Mee ngs) 
 March 28 & 29 (Saturday & Sunday) Regional Fra
 ternity Council Mee ng 
 March 29 (Sunday) REC Mee ng follows RFC 
 MeeƟng 
 
- August 1 (Saturday) Regional Forma on Day of Reflec 
 Ɵon for those in IniƟal FormaƟon & Workshop for 
 FormaƟon Directors & FormaƟon Team Members 
 (also Newly Professed) 
 
- August 28 – 30 (Friday – Sunday) Regional Retreat, Sister 
 Agnes Marie Regan, O.S.F.  (Sunday: Regional Fra
 ternity Council Mee ng followed by REC Mee ng) 



Youth & Young Adult 
Animator                             

Bob Polizzi, OFS 
pndlb5@yahoo.com  

Spiritual Assistant 
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