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St. Margaret of Cortona, O.F.S. [1247 – February 22, 1297]  

Feast Day: May 16 
 

Margaret was born of farming parents in Laviano, Tuscany. 
Her mother died when Margaret was seven; life with her 
stepmother was so difficult that Margaret moved out. For nine 
years she lived with Arsenio, though they were not married, 
she bore him a son. In those years, she had doubts about her 
situation. Somewhat like St. Augustine she prayed for purity – 
but not just yet. 
 
One day she was waiting for Arsenio and was instead met by 
his dog. The animal led Margaret into the forest where she 
found Arsenio murdered. This crime shocked Margaret into a 
life of penance. She and her son returned to Laviano, where 
she was not well received by her stepmother. They then went 
to Cortona, where her son eventually became a friar. 
 
In 1277, three years after her conversion, Margaret became a 
Franciscan tertiary (Secular Franciscan). Under the direction 

of her confessor, who sometimes had to order her to moderate her self-denial, she pursued a life 
of prayer and penance at Cortona. There she established a hospital and founded a congregation of 
tertiary sisters. The poor and humble Margaret was, like Francis, devoted to the Eucharist and to 
the passion of Jesus. These devotions fueled her great charity and drew sinners to her for advice 
and inspiration. She was canonized in 1728. 
 
Comment: 
Seeking forgiveness is sometimes difficult work. It is made easier by meeting people who, 
without trivializing our sins, assure us that God rejoices over our repentance. Being forgiven lifts 
a weight and prompts us to acts of charity. 
 
Quote: 
“Let us raise ourselves from our fall and not give up hope as long as we free ourselves from sin. 
Jesus Christ came into this world to save sinners. ‘O come, let us worship and bow down, let us 
kneel before the LORD, our Maker!’ (Psalm 95:6). The Word calls us to repentance, crying out: 
‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens and I will give you rest’ 
(Matthew 11:28). There is, then, a way to salvation if we are willing to follow it” (Letter of Saint 
Basil the Great). 


